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January 26
Jewish Peoplehood in Times of War

Educational program for teens and young adults
Dear educators,

This program would like to offer a glimpse into 14 different projects and examples of
Jewish Peoplehood in times of war. In this activity, we aimed to bring to the forefront
15 initiatives, projects, and programs that demonstrate the special connection
between different parts of the Jewish People, and how the war and the events of
October 7th led to the creation of 'Peoplehood Bridges' between various

communities in Israel and throughout the Jewish world.

The 15 posters (designed to print in A3 paper size) present on their front side
representation of various projects and programs, and on the back of each poster, you
can find an explanatory paragraph about the initiative, discussion questions, and a

QR code that leads to a short video on the topic.

The program objectives

A. The participants will learn about various cases of Jewish Peoplehood as they
were expressed during the war.

B. Inspire young Jews in Israel and around the world about the existing
opportunities for creating Jewish Peoplehood in practice, both in routine

times and in times of emergency.

C. Stimulate conversation and discussion about Jewish Peoplehood at this time

while making the concept relevant to the young participants in the activity.




NI"NWIVIN] 7ANDN

mxsnn TIwn | A5 Y X@JPPI

| |
A
AM' 'n" 2/\& }EIVEIISH AGENCY
| | H .

N~ FOR ISRAEL

"

The National Allance e  rina
Ll s s oo
&Y &

mvionm

Suggested structure

Before starting the program, the facilitator will hang the posters on the walls of

the room or spread them on the floor / on tables within the activity room.

Gathering, opening remarks, and framing by the facilitator for the upcoming

activity. Present a general overview of the planned activity.

You may start with a reminder about the definition of 'Jewish Peoplehood'. We

suggest this definition:

d.

World Jews are connected to one another through a bond of values,
solidarity, and shared heritage. This connection does not depend on the
religious, political, or personal views of the Jewish people's members,
regardless of where they live, but rather on the belief that we all share a

common story.

4. Let's read together a quote from an interview with Israeli singer Idan Raichel,

followed by several questions:

a.

"We (Israelis) understood on October 7th that there is no fundamental
difference between us and a Jewish student in a public school in Denmark
dealing with Antisemitism, or an American student facing an Antisemitic

attack at MIT" (Interview with Tzofit Grant, June 2024).

What do you think about this feeling that Idan Raichel describes?

Do you identify with it?

Did October 7th really create a connection between Jews in Israel and

outside of it based on a feeling of persecution, or perhaps it's a different

kind of connection?

5. Gather some answers and voices from the group and then continue with the

6.

main activity.

The facilitator will invite the participants to wander around the space and

examine the posters. It is recommended to instruct the participants not to turn

the posters over (focus of side A). This stage can also be accompanied by

background music.
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7. After the browsing stage, we will move to the discussion groups stage. This stage

can be carried out in two ways:

a.

You may ask participants to divide into groups of four, for example (2
Israelis and 2 non-lIsraelis) and take with them to the group several
posters (according to the number of active participants). Now the
facilitator will allocate time during which, each group will have the
opportunity to discuss at length each of the posters they collected,
read the explanatory paragraphs, and review the discussion questions.
In this method, each group is exposed to a few stories but allows

participants to delve into cases and discussions.

Second method - after the participants have divided into groups and
sat together in the activity room, it will be possible to start a
time-limited round during which a certain number of posters will pass
between the groups. That is, in each round, each group will receive a
few minutes to delve into the poster they have, and at the end of the
time, the discussion will stop and the posters will move to the other
groups in the room (within the round). This method allows groups to
be exposed to a larger number of stories but prevents them from

having long discussions.

8. After the main stage of the activity (discussion groups) we recommend

9.

reconvening in plenary for a summary and collection of voices from the small

groups of participants.

Tip — Consider preceding the main part of the activity with a brief conversation

about discussion and dialogue rules. This is an opportunity for you to establish

the ground rules for discourse and make sure participants see eye to eye

regarding the nature of the conversations and discussions.

10. Suggested questions for the concluding discussion

A. Do any of the stories surprise you? Why?

B. Do you have a critical view of any of the initiatives? Explain your criticism.
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C. Do you identify a common thread between the stories? What is it?

D. Do we really feel committed to each other during wartime? Why are stronger

connections formed in the Jewish People especially during crises?

E. What are the differences between how Israelis perceive the events compared

to non-Israelis?

F. Why do you think in the examples before us, we can see more cases where
the Israeli side was the "receiver" and the non-Israeli side was the "giver"? In

your opinion, does this represent reality? Why?

To open or conclude the activity, you may use the poem "Coat of Many Colors" by
Racheli Moshkowitz (playwright, actress, author, and Slam-poetry artist. Creator of
women's theater. CEO of the "Whisper" theater and acting school. Writes for Pnima
magazine and BeSheva newspaper. Winner of the Minister of Education's Prize for

Jewish Culture for 2018). The poem is available in Hebrew, English, and Spanish.

The poem portrays a mother's astonishment as she explores the contents of her
son's bag upon his return from the battlefield. She discovers an array of items that
have found their way to him from diverse segments of Israeli society and the Jewish
Diaspora. Each object tells a story of solidarity and support. You may read the poem

together and discuss it.

Thoughts about the poem:

e Would it be correct to say that there are two mothers in the poem? The real
mother and the second mother who is "the Jewish people" caring for her
dear son?

e What does the poem teach us about mutual responsibility? About the saying

"All of Israel are responsible for one another" (Chazal)

10
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A Coat of Many Colors / Racheli Moshkovitz

(Translated by Chavi Swidler Eisenberg)

My son returned from battle

His duffel bursting With things that | had not packed for him
Socks donated by the Jews in Argentina

A quilted blanket smelling like someone else’s home

A blue towel from a family from the Moshay,

Tzitzit from Jerusalem

A fleece jacket, gifted by a high-tech company

A scarf knitted by an elderly lady,

Undershirts purchased by online shoppers

A sheet that was given to him by a friend

Gloves bought by teenage girls

A jacket from the closet of someone who Came and requested to give
I spread out all those garments

And weave together a new coat of many colors

See, Joseph, your brothers were there for you

Un Abrigo de Muchos Colores / Racheli Moshkovitz

Mi hijo regreso de la batalla

Su mochila estallando con cosas que yo no le habia empacado
Calcetines donados por los judios en Argentina

Una manta acolchada con olor a casa ajena

Una toalla azul de una familia del Moshav,

Tzitzit de Jerusalén

Una chaqueta de forro polar, regalada por una compaiiia de alta tecnologia
Una bufanda tejida por una anciana,

Camisetas compradas por compradores en linea

Una sabana que le dio un amigo

Guantes comprados por chicas adolescentes

Una chaqueta del armario de alguien que vino y pidié dar
Extiendo todas esas prendas

Y tejo juntas un nuevo abrigo de muchos colores

Mira, José, tus hermanos estuvieron alli para ti
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What are the links displayed in the corner of each poster as a QR code?

# ?What is in the link Duration
1 Link Stand-up comedy clip by comedian Modi Rosenfeld about 1:00
women's delegations to Israel during the war. ]
2 Link Yad B'Yad — Jews worldwide joining hands. -
_ "Run for Their Lives" project encouraging community
3 Link activity to raise global awareness about the hostages during -
the war.
4 Link Learn about the concept of "Lone Soldiers" by Unpacked. 4:51
5 Link CBS news report about the Washington rally, November )
Link 4:10
2023.
6 Link Learn about Israeli teen being hosted by Jewish summer 1:00
o camps abroad, during the war. '
7 Link News Report, Australia, Rise of Antisemitism Across 1:30
o Melbourne, July 2025 '
8 Link Interview with a Masa Israel program participant regarding 6:00
e volunteering during the war. '
9 Link News report about donations received in Israel from the _
== . . . 2:57
South Florida Jewish community
10 Link A video about the 'Partnership Together' project during the 333
- war, by The Jewish Agency and Keren Hayesod. '
Article - The Israeli Cabinet approved a plan to officially
11 Link commemorate Jews murdered in antisemitic attacks in the -
Diaspora.
12 Link Video reviewing The Jewish Agency's Terror Victims Fund 1:32
o activities focusing on summer camps of 2024 '
13 Link Video reviewing the activities of the JReady project 2:33
14 Link Ultra-Orthodox singer 'Shulom' performing the song 3:00
e "October" and a video about the Healing Ink project. 5:30
15 Link IDF officer delegation nurtures connection with Diaspora )
Jewry
12
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https://www.jns.org/israel-to-commemorate-diaspora-victims-of-jew-hatred/#:~:text=In%20May%202023%2C%20the%20Cabinet,order%20to%20promote%20this%20commemoration.%E2%80%9D
https://youtu.be/GAneTyLB8JI
https://youtu.be/TQUQlUE9WTw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eiJuliujFdgQcrfRwiSTEaRLJw2LTZu8AswQUf_yoQY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-747105

